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Throughout my experience with YLDP, I have gained valuable insight as to what it 

means to not only be a leader, but to be an active member in an ever-evolving community. The 

lessons I have learned during my time in this organization will undoubtedly stay with me for 

years to come, and allow me to advance further as a student, as a leader, and as a person.  

 

One of the most dynamic experiences I had during YLDP was volunteering at the 

Lighthouse of Houston, a residence for the blind. While I was volunteering at the Lighthouse, I 

did various activities with the blind such as simply chatting, serving food, or playing bingo. The 

lessons I learned during YLDP had a dramatic impact on the way I perceived this service. I 

discovered that one of the key assets of leadership is acceptance and empathy. Through 

engaging in simple daily activities with the visually impaired, I became more accepting of those 

who were less fortunate than I - I learned that only by understanding the problems that people 

face could one solve them.  

 

My second volunteering experience with YLDP was the Houston Food Bank. This 

experience was especially powerful because I came to understand the necessities of simple 

items that I took for granted. I became more aware that people so close to me lacked basic food 

and water, and learned that by doing simple things such as donating, I could be dramatically 

improving someone’s life. YLDP helped me further expand on this experience by teaching me 

the importance of service as it relates to leadership. Many people simply view leadership as 

being able to tell others what to do - this is wrong. Leadership is about giving back, about 

helping bring people up when they are down. Leadership is about setting an example for others, 

an act for which community service is excellent. 

 

VOlunteering through YLDP has taught me lessons that I would not be able to learn in a 

small classroom. It has enabled me to expand my horizons, to reach out and help the less 

fortunate, to truly attempt at creating a better society for all. 


